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To Whom it May Conceorn;

The Catholle Education Oflics of twe Lismore Diocese hes been involved in he
developmant and implamentation of the QuickSmart program since 2003, Initially the
program was: dellverad to a group of 12 studants in ong, echosl, In 2007 the
QuickSmart program is balng Implemanted In seven schools in the Lismom Diocese
and D6 students sre paricipating In the QuickSmart programs in litsrecy and
NUMEracy.

The QuickSmant Nurmeragy progmm hes played an Importani pan In meeling le
leaming needs of students In the middie-school grades who exparlence leaming
ditficyltios In basic: mathematics, Whilst out classrooni leachers. msaintaln thalr vital
role s Ihe primary educalors of these students, the svaliabilty of a cundculurn
relgvant, research-based intervantion to provide additional support for these sludents
is perceived (o be very baneficial Recant interviews with principals of perticipating
school indicate that thay are very kean (or tha program 1o continue in thelr schioals

The cunanl implementation modsl sees fhe participoling gchools managing the
pingram relatively irdopendantly of tha Catholic Education Office. A small additional
allocation of funding is mate lo vach schaol and the schools links this with other
allocations for litaracy / numeracy to anable: them to fund the program. Most of the
actual -suppart for the program s provided by stafi of The University of New
England'’s National Centrs of Science, Information and Cammunication Technology
and Mathematics Education for Rural and Reglonal Ausimlia (SIMERR), Staff from
the SIMERR cantra supply extonsive materinls that provide all necsssary resources
and @ step-by-step guikde to Implamenting the program as well as suppon by ‘phone
and emall, In adddion S8IMERR staff convenes two workshops per year which bring
tagether tutars and supervisors from all sevan QuickSman schools In the Lismore
Diocase, Invarisble thess watkshops are informative and sypporiive and provide 8
valuablo oppartunity for practillonsrs to shars challonges and succasses.

The progeamm’s focus on developlng facility with ‘the basics' has boen welcomed by
feschers and parents alike, Swudenis and their leachens and parents repor that the
improved knowledge of basic maths facts and procedures beller enables the
students o pariclpate In the dosargom mathematics lgssons and lo epply this
knowlodge in a mnge of leaming and kving situations. Gaing in students’ leaming
outcomes, confidence and self-afficzicy have boeen Informally reported by studants,
1euchiors and parents on many occasions over the past five years. To date the
Catholic Edusation Office has not independently vorified thsse raportad gains
aithough a process to do this is currently being doveloped,

Basidus gaine in atudent knowladge two othar purcolved tenolits need to bo notad.

Fustly program tutors, class teachers and parents have repeatedly commanted that
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pattiipotion In the program has a nofable effect on studants’ conlidence in
thamsalves as & maths lsamesr. Al the beginning of Ihe program it 1s not unusual for
students b communl thal they ‘hate maths’ or thet they ane ‘dumb’ al maths howaver,
by the conclusion of the program students frequantly maks comments and display
lsaming behaviours that Indicate Incraased confidance, a mom positive altiude and
8 readiness to 'Hove a ga’ that is in marked conirast 1o thelr earier attiudes.

Another  positve outcoms of the program Is the piofessional davelopment
oxpeffenced by the tulors who are eithar teachors or teacher assistants, The
QuickSmart tutors gain Information about effective appioathes: for teaching: baslc
skills 1o stidents whh leaming difficulies and also gain villunble msights Inlp
students’ leaming as a result of close observation of studants in small groups over an
extanded period of tme. Many tuters have expressad that they feel thair professional
knowledge has been boosted as a reault of being a QuickSman tulor.

The Cathelle Education Office of the Lismors Diocese rs ploased to have had such

invalvarmiant with the QuickSmart program over thu past five yoars. The QuitkSmart

program seems to be unique as an Intavention that targets students in the middie.
echou| years with leaming difficulties in mathermatics. We are ploased o have had
this opporiunity and ok forward 1o conlinued association with the QuickSmad
program and the SIMERR Centro.
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